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Dr James Ko is Assistant Professor of Department of Education Policy and Leadership, Hong Kong
Institute of Education. Before his doctoral study, he had taught English for fourteen years at a
local secondary school, where he also led the Discipline Team and the Counselling and Guidance
Team and co-founded the junior form Integrated Humanities unit. He had extensive training in
linguistics, psychology and education, with degrees from Canada, Hong Kong, and the U.K. Prior
joining the Department, he was working on two RGC-funded research projects at The Joseph Lau
Luen Hung Charitable Trust Asia Pacific Centre for Leadership and Change. He has worked for
various large scale research projects funded by the RGC in Hong Kong and by the ESRC and DSCF
in the UK. He does mixed-method research and his research interest is now focusing on issues
related to educational effectiveness and its assessment and improvement.
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